
PARENT STUDENT QUARANTINE QUICK GUIDE

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF
Q1: Will students attend school in-person five days a week?
A: Yes. There is no Remote Learning Option. Families who have students with special medical concerns
should contact their child's school. Should the health department advise a temporary closure or we
have concerns with our ability to properly staff our buildings, we may adjust the school schedule as
needed.

Q2: Will all students continue to participate in an E-Learning Day Wednesday?
A: No. All students will attend classes in-person five days per week.
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Q3: Are masks required?
A: Yes.  Per Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order (August 4, 2021), all Illinois students and school staff
in K-12 and early childhood care centers will be required to wear masks indoors.

Executive Order Number 18 - COVID-19 Executive Order 85

Q4: Will students be required to wear masks on the school bus following the end of the transportation
mandate in September?
A: When the state lifts its mask mandate for mass transportation, we will reassess the status of the
pandemic and follow guidance from the state and local health departments.

Q5: What if a child can’t wear a mask?
A: If there is a medical concern preventing students from wearing an approved mask correctly, the
parents are responsible to obtain a doctor’s note indicating the diagnosis preventing a child from
wearing a mask.  In the event that a child cannot wear a mask, we should encourage the child to wear a
face shield.  If neither can be accomplished, strict adherence to social distancing should be maintained.

Q6: Will staff have to complete a health screening each day?
A: Yes. The daily wellness screen will still remain a requirement for all staff members. This may be
accessed through Skyward either online or via the Skyward app.

Q7: Will students be required to complete wellness screenings before coming to school?
A: No. Parents are responsible for assessing their child for COVID-like symptoms prior to sending them
to school. If a child is exhibiting symptoms, parents should keep them home until they are evaluated by
their physician or get tested for COVID.

Q8: Can I send my student to school if they are exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms?
A: No. If your child feels ill, contact the school to report the absence.  Children exhibiting COVID-like
symptoms may be required to obtain a medical note or negative test prior to returning to school.
Parents can contact their building nurse to determine what is required for their child to return.

Q9: Will all students and staff exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 be sent home and required to test
negative before returning to school?
A: Due to the nature of the symptoms of COVID-19, there may be other explanations for the symptoms
and each person will be evaluated by the school nurse. For example, a student that is coughing could
be related to a diagnosis of asthma or allergies exacerbated by weather, activity, or environment. The
nurse will work with the student, staff, parents, and/or medical orders to determine what further action
will be required based on current IDPH Guidance and Exclusion Guidelines.

Q10: If a student is sent home for suspected COVID-19, when will they be allowed to return to school?
A: If a student is sent home for suspected COVID-19 infection, the student will be required to submit a
negative test or a release from the physician indicating an alternative diagnosis unrelated to COVID-19
regardless of vaccination status.
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Q11: What if someone at home is experiencing symptoms?
A: Unvaccinated individuals are required to stay home until the symptomatic person has tested
negative or evaluated by a physician.  If a student is sent home from school with COVID-like symptoms,
all unvaccinated students will be required to stay home until the symptomatic individual is cleared to
return by testing negative for COVID-19 or through an evaluation from a physician.  Student absences
are excused during this time, and students will be allowed to make up any missing tests or
assignments per CM201-U Student Handbook.

Q12: Who is considered quarantined or isolated per Illinois Department of Health (IDPH) policy?
A: Quarantine: An unvaccinated person that has been in close contact with someone recently
diagnosed with COVID-19.  Close contact is defined as being within 3 feet of an infected person.  If
masks were not consistently worn, then close contacts are classroom persons who were within 6 feet
of the infected student for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period. In general,
these students will be required to quarantine for ten (10) to fourteen (14) days from the date of
exposure based on current IDPH guidelines.

Isolation: A person is under isolation protocol when they are diagnosed with COVID-19. In general these
students will be required to stay home for ten (10) days from the first day of symptoms or when they
took the COVID test.

Q13: Will my quarantined student have access to their classroom/instruction?
A: Yes. Quarantined students will have access to the classroom/instruction through Google Meet Live
Stream. Within 48 hours of being quarantined, you will receive instructions from the classroom teacher
on how to access daily attendance as an observer.

Q14: What if my quarantined student needs additional support?
A: The district has established an After School Virtual Learning Lab.  The lab will operate Monday
through Thursday from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm. Students in quarantine will receive instructions on how to
access the After School Virtual Learning Lab from the classroom teacher.

Q15: Will people be notified if they are exposed to COVID-19 at school?
A: Yes. When someone discloses a recent diagnosis of COVID-19, the nurses will interview the case to
determine if any notifications are required to be made based on the current IDPH guidelines.  It is
important to remember that healthcare professionals are obligated to maintain confidential Protected
Health Information of all staff and students. There are times that they will not be able to disclose all the
information requested from staff, students, or parents due to confidentiality laws.  The health staff work
closely with the Health Department to ensure all the IDPH guidelines and procedures are followed
during the investigation.

Q16: Will I need to call my child's school if they have been exposed to an individual with COVID-19 or
have tested positive for COVID-19?
A: Yes. Your child's school nurse can provide you with quarantine information, and we can determine if
contact tracing is necessary.

Q17: What is the significance of a four-color plan?
A: The colors in our Reopening Plan signify the spread of COVID-19. This plan allows us to make
adjustments when needed while providing our students, staff, and families with the information needed
to formulate contingency plans.
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Q18: What are the cleaning and hygiene protocols in the schools?
A: We will continue to consistently disinfect all surfaces and common touchpoints (door handles, light
switches, cafeteria tables, etc.) throughout the school. Hand sanitizer will be available in classrooms,
hallways, and common areas (library, cafeteria, main office, etc.), and students will have the opportunity
to wash and sanitize their hands throughout the school day.

Q19: Can I still choose to self-transport my child to and from school each day?
A: Yes.

Q20: Will students at the high school and middle schools be permitted to use their lockers?
A: Yes.

Q21: Will visitors be permitted in the schools?
A: Yes. Visitors may be limited if community spread becomes high. All visitors must adhere to safety
protocols. Please be prepared to check-in at the main office and show your state-issued ID. All Special
Education Meetings will be virtual unless the parent/guardian requests an in-person meeting. If
requested, the district tier for the community spread and transmission indicators will be reviewed.

Q22: Will students Grades K-12 be able to participate in all athletics and extracurricular activities?
A: Yes. All groups will adhere to the items outlined in the Rediscovering “U” Return to School Plan
including SHIELD COVID-19 testing. Parental Consent forms for SHIELD COVID-19 saliva testing will be
given to the students by their coaches. Please note that SHIELD testing IS required for all students who
plan to participate in any athletic or extra-curricular activities this school year. Please note that masks
are required to be worn by all students and staff.

Q23: Is the SHIELD saliva test accurate?
A: The saliva test has a sensitivity of 97% and a specificity of 99%, with very few false positives. High
specificity combined with frequent testing makes the SHIELD saliva-based test extremely accurate.

Q24: Will spectators be permitted at extra-curricular and co-curricular events?
A: Yes. Spectators may be limited if community spread becomes high. All spectators must adhere to
and follow all health and safety protocols.

Q25: Where do I find more information?
A: We are looking forward to welcoming all students back for full in-person learning five days a week.
You can find additional information on the district website at www.cm201u.org.

RESOURCE LINKS
● Center for Disease Control and Prevention: Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools

● IDPH Press Releases

● SHIELD Illinois Test Program

● Will County Department of Health and Community Health Center

● Mental Health Crisis Warning Signs and Resources

● ISBE Public Health Guidance for Schools IDPH and ISBE FAQS

● COVID-19 Interim Exclusion Guidance
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http://www.cm201u.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#maskuse
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/news/illinois-department-public-health-adopts-cdc-covid-19-preventionschool-guidance
https://www.uillinois.edu/shield
https://willcountyhealth.org
https://www.cm201u.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=976157&pageId=11958766
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Updated-Public-Health-School-Guidance.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-IDPH-School-FAQs-20210809.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf

